
 

 

YEAR 5/6 SUBJECT KNOWLEDGE ORGANISER 

 

Earth & Space  
 

 

             

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What I will have learnt by the end of the unit 

I can describe the movement of the Earth, and other planets, relative 

to the Sun in the solar system 

I can describe the movement of the Moon relative to the Earth 

I can describe the Sun, Earth and Moon as approximately spherical 

bodies 

I can use the idea of the Earth’s rotation to explain day and night and 

the apparent movement of the Sun across the sky 

 

What I should already know 

• We have four seasons (autumn, winter, spring and summer). 

• The Sun is a source of light but the Moon is not. 

• Know that a shadow is caused when an object blocks light from 

passing through it. 

• To know the history of space. 

• The properties of a sphere. 

 

 

 

What I will have learnt at the end of the key stage 

I will be able to describe the movement of Earth and other planets relative to the Sun in 

the Solar System. 

I will be able to describe the movement of the moon relative to the Earth.  

I will be able to escribe the Sun, Earth and moon as relatively spherical bodies. 

Use the idea of the Earth’s rotation to explain day and night. 
 

 

Key skills I will learn/use 

Planning different types of scientific enquiry to answer questions, including recognising and controlling variables 

where necessary. 

Taking measurements, using a range of scientific equipment, with increasing accuracy and precision, taking repeat 

readings when appropriate. 

Recording data and results to make predictions to set up further comparative tests and fair tests. 

Present findings and identify scientific evidence that has been used to support arguments. 

 

KEY CONCEPTS 

Physics, scientific enquiry, science 

for the future and vocabulary. 

Opportunities for teaching diversity, equality (including protected characteristics and expanding cultural capital) 

I’m a Scientist, Get me out of here! – A super-curricular science outreach education & engagement activity (imascientist.org.uk) 

Science for Everyone (science4everyone.org). 

 

Skills I may use for other subjects 

Literacy – I can use my literacy knowledge to write about my findings.  

Mathematics – I can use my knowledge to carry out simple tests and record my findings using diagrams and graphs. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Recall & Remember Add information to your knowledge mind map regularly, to help you reflect on, and remember what you have 

learnt throughout the unit. At the end of the unit, work in a small group to create a fun quiz on purple mash about light for your 

friends to complete. KEY VOCABULARY AND SPELLINGS  

Planet – an object that orbits a star and does not 

emit its own light.  

 

Star – a burning mass of gas that makes heat and 

light energy (e.g. the sun).  

 

Gravity – the force that attracts an object 

towards a larger object.  

 

Solar system – a star with objects (such as planets) 

orbiting it.  

 

Orbit – a curved path of a planet or satellite 

around an object. 

 

Satellite – an object either natural (moon) or man-

made that orbits around a planet.  

 

NASA – the National Aeronautics and Space 

Administration, a US agency responsible for the 

exploration and study of space  

 

Universe – all of space and everything in it.  

 

Astronomy – the branch of science that deals with 

space and the physical universe as a whole Asteroid 

– a small rocky body orbiting the sun. 
 



 

 

 


